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Gabriola Museum and Historical Society

Six young Gabriola
islanders died in the 
trenches; among them 
Frank Silva, one of three 
brothers who enlisted.

Frank was the eldest son 
of John Silva, a 
Portuguese sailor who 
jumped ship during the 
Fraser gold rush, married 
a First Nations 
woman, and settled in 
Silva Bay on Gabriola.



Nicola Valley Museum and Archives Association

This edition of the Nicola 
Valley Historical Quarterly  
was at hand when the 
Nicola Valley Museum and 
Archives Association 
directors discussed the 
First World War forum.  

It demonstrates the good 
work past volunteers have 
done with the 
consequences of war on 
the valley and suggests the 
good work that could be 
done by today’s 
volunteers.



Berry’s Grocery Store was a fixture in Ladner in the early part of 
the 1900s. For the Gala Day Parade, May 1, 1917, Mr. Berry 
converted his delivery truck into a ‘tank’.



Remembrance Day 2012. The Vancouver community commemorates war 
annually on Remembrance day through large public gatherings. The 
Vancouver policing community participates in a specific Remembrance Day 
ceremony that is policing and military-centric. In addition, stories and 
photographs are shared online by the community.



War Kitimat, New 
Westminster 
Construction & 
Engineering, 1918. 
This naval shipyard 
was built in 30 days 
on Poplar Island in the 
Fraser River. It is now 
abandoned.



Troops leaving Victoria (Empress Hotel in the 
background) for training, then deployment to 
the battlefields of Europe, from the Archie Wills 
fonds, May 1916



Men from the 192nd Overseas 
Battalion. Due to racial 
discrimination, they were unable 
to enlist alongside other 
Canadians in 1914. They 
eventually enlisted in the Alberta 
battalions one by one. They 
joined the 10th Battalion in time 
for the battles of Vimy Ridge and 
Hill 70, and Military medals were 
won by Sgt Masumi Mitsui (far 
left) and Tokutaro Iwamoto (not 
in photo).



The troops of the 88th Victoria Fusiliers, assembled at Drydock at Esquimalt Naval Base on 
the 26th of August, 1914. While all of them are fully equipped, few have exactly the same 
uniforms or kit. Many in the far right background have no uniform of any kind and all 
wearing civilian clothing. All the unifomed men are wearing civilian shoes, socks, 
underwear and shirts. Not one man is armed as they are leaving all their Lee-Metford rifles 

behind as they will be issued the Ross Rifles upon arrival in Valcartier in a few 
days time. These are the Men of The First Contingent.



SS Princess Sophia departing from Victoria’s Inner 
Harbour, loaded with troops on their way overseas 
during the First World War.



This is an image of a group of soldiers who were assigned to 
guard, night and day, the CPR train bridge in Harrison Mills, 
BC. This was a small company of soldiers who played a large 
role in the community in keeping the important CPR mainline 

bridge open.



The poster [circa 1915] was made to 
recruit soldiers to serve in World War 
I.  It was published by the 
Parliamentary Recruiting Committee, 
London - poster no.81.  It was 
printed by David Allen & Sons, 
Harrow, Middlesex.
Courtesy of BC Archives, Royal BC Museum 
#986.122.36p

This war poster was chosen from the 
archival collections to represent the 
intent by our institution to make 
digitally accessible the historical 
material from the Royal BC Museum 
collections, covering the life and 
times of British Columbians as they 
experienced The Great War "on all 
fronts."



Ashcroft Boys: Taken in 1916 this is a small portion of men from the 
Ashcroft area that served in World War 1 . Many still have 
descendants living in Ashcroft. Coming from a small town, they would 

have all known each other and some were related.



Fort Rodd Hill NHS's social media 
program "Why Wear A Poppy?" used 
images of Canadians (many 
Victorians) to connect with target 
audiences, in particular young 
Canadians. One image shows a 
letter from a young Victoria woman 
to a friend overseas, with three 
cigarettes sewn in. The recipient 
was killed in action a week after the 
letter was sent, and it was returned
to her unopened.



Remembrance Day at the Cenotaph in North 
Vancouver. The day continues to draw a huge 
crowd of all ages, despite November weather, 
and the passage of time.



The Project aims to build a 
compete set of WW1 era trenches, 
manned by men and women in 
period uniforms, to explain the 
daily life and human costs that 
Canadians, of all walks of life, 
made in the Great War.

The Project trenches will be occupy 
the very same spot as trenches 
constructed by Victoria's volunteer 
Soldiers - dug on Dallas Road 
between Cook Street and Clover 
Point - in 1915. 

Schools groups from across the 
Island will book times to bring their 
children to see what has not been 
seen for 100 years.



This poignant image of 
farewell and imminent 
separation illustrates the 
enormous sacrifices of the 
soldiers and their families 
that all wars demand.

"One of the pathetic 
farewell scenes when the 
85th went away last night."
MDS p.1, 21 Aug. 1914.

Image courtesy of University of Victoria 
Digital Collections
http://spcoll.library.uvic.ca/Digit/WOD/al
l_images.htm

http://spcoll.library.uvic.ca/Digit/WOD/all_images.htm


The University of Victoria Libraries is in the early stages of 
developing an educationally focused public event in recognition 
of the centenary of the First World War. In collaboration with the 
Pacific Opera, the Greater Victoria Public Library the UVic 
Libraries' Special Collections and Curriculum Library hopes to 
host secondary school teachers for a professional development 
event. 

In addition to a display of Special Collections items such as 
personal memoirs of local veterans and their families, the 
Curriculum Library will develop a small series of lesson plans and 
accompanying resource guides on the themes of war, youth, 
memory, opera, and theatre. The location and itinerary of this 
professional teacher development day are still to be determined. 



Soldiers crowd the decks, 
waving to friends and 
family. They are going to 
the war trenches in Europe. 

The survivors returned on 
this same ship.



This is a painting by Emily 
Carr, circa 1909/10 of 
the French countryside. It 
was chosen as an 
illustration of the focus 
that our exploration of 
WWI will be taking as it 
relates specifically to the 
impact of WWI on Carr, 
her life and her art, within 
the greater context.



A City Goes to War is a website archives capturing 
how Victoria responded to the dramatic changes 
wrought by the First World War.





The Chronicle still 
informs our community of 
current affairs. During 
WW1 it posted letters 
from soldiers on their 
front page.



November 11th 2013 just after the 
10:30 ferry has departed, the island 
residents gather for our 
Remembrance Day Ceremony at the 
Cenotaph which has the names of 
five young men from Bowen who 
died during the First World War.  We 
have one of the largest per capita 
turn outs in Canada - every year 
rain or shine.  

Our ceremony has to be kept short 
to fit in with the ferry schedule and 
in the last few years it has been a 
struggle to accommodate all the 
groups who wish to lay a wreath.  
Afterwards most people stop at the 
Museum for a visit before heading 
off to the Legion for lunch.



For today's youth: by learning the stories of the hardships faced 
by young people in the Great War and other conflicts, when a 
situation arises where you have to gather all your strength, 

courage, determination and will to do the right think ... you 
will remember them and that memory will help you 

prevail.



German and British soldiers play a game of 
soccer in No Man's Land during the Christmas 
truce of 1914.



One of the ordinary and forgotten Canadians of the war, Herbert 
Cunliffe was killed in 1916.  His is one of the over 300 WWI 
collections online through The Canadian Letters and Images Project.  
It's not simply the loss of a young Canadian soldier, but here we see 

the impact on Canadians at home, as he left he left behind a 
wife and children.



After the 1918 Armistice brought an end to WWI, the Ancient Order of 
Foresters – Court Shawnigan began a subscription campaign to erect a 
cenotaph honouring the young people from the South Cowichan community 
who had sacrificed their lives. Three locations for the cenotaph were 
considered, including Shawnigan, but the decision was made to place it in 

Cobble Hill. Work began in 1919 and the cenotaph was 
dedicated in February 1920.



The photo was taken at our annual Vimy Dinner in the L/Gen. 
Ashton Armoury in Victoria.  I chose this picture because it 

shows that we can tailor our exhibits to suit the 
occasion and the ambience.



The attached photograph, from the Chilliwack Museum and Archives: 
#P2003 57 71, is from the unveiling of the statue of Piper (Private) 
James Cleland Richardson, V.C., on October 11, 2003, with Provost 
Patrick Connelly bowing in respect.  Photo by Edward Ferguson.  The 

statue is situated on the grounds of the Chilliwack Museum 
and Archives, at the Chilliwack City Hall National 

Historic Site.



The photo was taken in front of the Clinton Memorial Hall, May 1948 
on the occasion of the visit by the Governor General and Viscountess
Alexander of Tunis to Clinton BC.  The Hall, still in use, was built in 

1920 by returning veterans and Clinton community members 
and contains a plaque identifying WW1veterans.
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